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Navy and NFL combine efforts to make
memorable Pro Bowl week... B-1

Navy chief dives to the bottom offshore
Waikiki to reenlist...  A-5

Pearl Harbor breaks ground on water system
Denise Emsley
Public Works Center
Public Affairs

The recent ground breaking on a
Navy Public Works Center, Pearl
Harbor (PWC Pearl) military con-
struction (MILCON) project
marked the future of an economic
boon in marine construction work.

Healy Tibbitts Builders, Inc.
awardees of the MILCON contract
in June 2001, broke ground on the
$21.7 million project Feb. 7.

The project will construct an en-
vironmentally important outfall
extension pipeline for the Navy’s
wastewater treatment facility at
Fort Kamehameha located on
Hickam Air Force Base.

“This is a special project for
Healy Tibbitts,” said Rick Heltzel,
president of Healy Tibbitts
Builders, Inc, “…especially since
the existing outfall was built by us
in 1969.”

The contractor will install ap-
proximately 12,500 feet of 48-inch
high-density polyethylene pipe us-
ing environmentally sensitive con-
struction practices. The new outfall
will be linked to the existing line
allowing treated effluent from the
wastewater facility to be dis-
charged into a water depth of ap-
proximately 150 feet.

“This project benefits not only the
Navy, but the entire Pearl Harbor
community,” said Rodney Due,
wastewater plant manager.
“Presently the effluent outfall for
our wastewater treatment facility
discharges into the Pearl Harbor
estuary. This area is classified as a
water quality limited segment
(WQLS) by the State Department
of Health. Under this classification,
wastewater effluent to the harbor
is limited. Relocation of the dis-
charge pipe to open coastal waters
will eliminate discharge to the
WQLS of Pearl Harbor and the as-

sociated future permit limitations
and violations.”

It is also expected to set world
records for micro-tunneling and
driving steel piles into very deep
waters. More importantly, upon
completion in October 2003, the
new pipeline will have a major im-
pact on improving the water qual-
ity in the Pearl Harbor estuary.

Government employees from
Naval Facilities Engineering Com-
mand, Pacific Division (PACDIV),
Resident Officer in Charge of Con-
struction, Pearl Harbor (ROICC
PH) and PWC Pearl worked and re-
worked plans for this outfall ex-
tension for many years. The lead
contractor, Healy Tibbitts
Builders, Inc., has been and will
continue to be assisted by govern-
ment personnel as well as employ-
ees of SSFM International, United
Research Services (URS), Frank
Coluccio Construction Company
and Sea Engineering.
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The Outfall Extension project officially kicked off with the toss of a few shovels of
dirt towards the entrance waters of Pearl Harbor. Representatives manning shovels
from left to right are: Cmdr. Brian Scott, Cmdr. Michael Giorgion, Mike Matsumoto,
Lou Neron and Rick Heltzel.
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It is because the United States places
such emphasis on the Geneva Conven-
tion that American officials do not con-
sider Al Qaeda covered by the agreement
nor are they willing to award the Taliban
detainees POW status.

During a Pentagon press briefing, De-
fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld dis-
cussed  presidential decisions that White
House spokesman Ari Fleischer an-
nounced recently.

President Bush, Fleischer said, had de-
cided that the Geneva Convention of
1949 applies to the conflict with the Tal-
iban in Afghanistan, but not to the con-
flict with Al Qaeda terrorists in
Afghanistan or anywhere else. He also

determined that Taliban detainees do not
meet the convention’s criteria for prison-
er of war status.

White House lawyers thought long and
hard about the situation before making
recommendations to Bush, Rumsfeld
said. The lawyers were worried about the
precedent their decision could set about
detainees in future conflicts, he added.

“Prudence dictated that the U.S. gov-
ernment take care in determining the
status of Taliban and Al Qaeda de-
tainees,” he said. “When the Geneva Con-
vention was signed in 1949, it was craft-
ed by sovereign states to deal with con-
flicts between sovereign states.” The cur-
rent war on terrorism is not a conflict en-
visioned by the framers of the Geneva
Convention, he said.

Rumsfeld stressed that from the begin-

ning, U.S. forces have treated all Taliban
and Al Qaeda detainees humanely. He is-
sued an order in January mandating all
detainees be treated in a manner consis-
tent with the Geneva Convention.

“Notwithstanding the isolated pockets
of international hyperventilation, we do
not treat detainees in any other manner
than a manner that is humane,” Rums-
feld said.

He said lawyers determined the Gene-
va Convention covers the conflict with
the Taliban because Afghanistan is a
state and a signatory of the Geneva Con-
vention. The Al Qaeda - as a nonstate,
terrorist network - is not.

“A central purpose of the Geneva Con-
vention was to protect innocent civilians

Rumsfeld explains detainee status, Geneva Convention

New service helps
answer your
housing questions
Karen S. Spangler
Assistant Editor

Do you have a question
about a housing policy or
need information? Do you
have a complaint or a con-
cern that you would like to
voice? Would you like to ex-
press your appreciation to
someone who deserves
thanks?

There is an easy way to ac-
complish all of these objec-
tives – by contacting the Cus-
tomer Service Advocate at
the Navy Family Housing of-
fice. Through this method,
housing residents will be
able to obtain answers to
their questions and concerns
in a timely manner. It also
will alert housing personnel
to areas that are of particu-
lar concern. The new service
became effective Feb. 1.

“Our number one goal is to
improve customer service,”
said Capt. Norman Ho, As-
sistant Chief of Staff for
Housing. “By implementing
the Customer Service Advo-
cate program, we will be bet-
ter able to address resident
concerns and in a more time-
ly manner.”

Ho explained that inputs
to the Ohana Survey from
housing customers and the
results of the residents’ sat-
isfaction survey, prepared by
the Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command, lists cus-
tomer service as an area that
housing customers would
like to see improved.

To reach John Carlin,
housing’s Customer Service
Advocate, call 474-1878. If
he is unavailable when you
call, be sure to leave a mes-
sage and include your name

and daytime telephone num-
ber or another means of con-
tacting you. It would also be
helpful to include some in-
formation about the nature
of your questions/concerns.

You may also email him at
nhf17@hawaii.navy.mil and
send an info email to the
housing master chief at
nhm1@hawaii.navy.mil.

As part of the new Cus-
tomer Service Advocate pro-
gram, the family housing
master chief will play an ac-
tive role in addressing cus-
tomer concerns and resolv-
ing issues that arise.

Comments, questions and
concerns are welcome. Cus-
tomers may also continue to
address basic questions to
their housing inspectors.

Also, be sure to tell the
Customer Service Advocate
if there is someone who de-
serves thanks. If you like
what the housing staff is do-
ing, let them know.The hous-
ing staff works hard on be-
half of Sailors and their fam-
ilies. Remember how a sim-
ple thank you makes you feel
and please extend this cour-
tesy to housing staff mem-
bers who assist you with
housing needs.

Capt. Ho explained that
housing is dedicated to im-
proving customer service
and the quality of life of mil-
itary memebrs and their
families. “We strive to pro-
vide exceptional customer
service,” he said.

“With the implementa-
tion of the new Customer
Service Advocate program,
we will be able to do an
even better job of customer
service for our housing
customers.”

Army helicopters operate on naval ship

NFL Pro Bowl action returns to Aloha Stadium
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Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Michael Lehnert (left), Commander Joint
Task Force-160, provides a tour and inspection of Camp X-Ray fa-
cilities to Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld (right), and
members of the U.S. Senate, including the Hon. Dianne Feinstein
of California (center) and Hawaii senator the Hon. Daniel Inouye.
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USNS Yukon Public Affairs

The Pearl Harbor-based USNS
Yukon (AO 202) got underway recent-
ly for deck landing qualifications
(DLQs) with the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion’s Aviation Brigade.

Early on the morning of the event, el-
ements from the 2-25th Aviation Regi-
ment and 3-4th Cavalry Regiment
pointed their aircraft towards the hori-
zon in search of the moving landing
site, the Yukon’s flight deck.

“It’s a once in a lifetime experience,”
commented CWO5 Donald Andera, avi-
ation standardization officer from
United States Army Pacific (US-
ARPAC).

Inside the duty oiler’s tower, Yukon’s

helicopter control officer (HCO) con-
ducted the pre-operational checklist.
“Foreign object damage (FOD) walk-
down is the first thing to do. FOD can
get sucked into the intake and damage
the aircraft’s engine,” pointed out Lt.
Larry Krull, the ship’s HCO, who has
overall responsibility for the air opera-
tions and the flight deck.

Army UH-60 Black Hawk and OH-58
helicopters participated in the deck
landing qualifications to provide the
pilots with an opportunity to become
more familiar with Navy units.

“In the case of Yukon, bigger ships
can accommodate and support this
type of operation better,” stated An-
dera, who was not only observing the
operation but also waiting his chance
at the pilot’s seat.

“Yukon tower, this is Wolf Pack 18
and flight, inbound your deck,” crack-
les the radio. “Roger 18, proceed in-
bound,” responded Krull. As the noise
picked up and the helicopter came clos-
er, Krull picked up the flight deck an-
noucing system (5MC) microphone and
called for a green deck.

“Clear the flight deck! I want all eyes
on this bird!” he commanded from the
tower.

A civilian mariner (CIVMAR),
Roland Blanchette, known as “ Bear,”
is the ship’s boatswain and leading
landing signal officer (LSO). He ob-
served the aircraft approaching from
the port quarter. The call of “Wolf Pack
18, 1 bounce, right seat” reverberated

▼ See YUKON, A-2

▼ See RUMSFELD, A-2

The National Foot-
ball League came
to Oahu ready to
display the best
players from the
season at the Pro
Bowl. See B-1 for
additional photos
and story.


